N.A.A.C.P. LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC.

April 3rd A
1944 \

Department of
Wbshington, D

Hon. Franeis J. B Li;::ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ\qitiz
-Attorney Genera Unlted States
tice )

|
‘Dear Mr. Bid 13\\ 94 , 3

We have just been ad&ised that the United States
Supreme has reyersed the judgmeny of the o .
oir;;}f;ggurt Appéhls in the case of Smith v, o |
All ig%t (Texas\ Primary case), Although the De- ~ g
partment of Just did not deem it wise to inter- - | ‘
- : vend in this case s amicus curiae, we are sure :

thaﬂ' he Departme z; will now recognize that

criminal jurisdiégion over interference with the

- right Q vote augse of color extends to primﬁry
tio

ggision in this case, along with the decision -
d States v. Glassic, clearly establishes

ectors toparticipate in party primary
ns. Immediately after the 1942 primaries
'sA.A.C.P, sent to the Department a large » i
number of affidavits from Negro citizens in Texas, :
Arkansas and South Carolina, concerning the re-= - i
---fusal- to-permit them to vote in primary elections,
All of these complaints have been investigated by
the FBI, but no further action has been taken,

PSSR SRR

Now that there ean be no doubt that such execlusion

1s a fedéral orims, we urge you tc issue definite R

-~ instructions to all United States Attorneys, point-" "~ :
~ ing out to them the e ffect of these decislons and CiE :

further instructing them to take definitive action ~ /' ' QV

in each instance of the refusal to permit qualified /. ’

. 'Negro electors to vote in primary elections in

states coming within the view of the two de= /[
clsions. wagalso suggestpgﬁat this fact be made //"




Hon. Francis J. Blddle--2 | April 3, 1944 . ;

known, by the Department of Justice directly or through the several
United States Attorneys, to the party officials in the several
states now practicing the policy of refusing to permit qualified
Negroes to vote in primary elections.

The present Texas Primary litigation lasted for a period of more _ i
than three years and was financed by voluntary contributions of :
the citizens of Texas and other fair-minded Americans. The pre- : :
cedent having been established, we now urge the United States ;
Department of Justice to enforce the criminal stdatutes of the : |
United States and to prosecute vigorously persons, who deny to :
others rights guaranteed under the Constitution kd laws of the ‘

United States, especlally the right to yotes |

Sincerql urs, ‘

rgood Maréhall,
PR 1a qkunsel

e

L e,




i Statenont 'by fhurgood narlhan, Spocul Oounsol

“ | National Assoolation for the Advancement of
o coloraa. !'eopm, 69 Fifth AVenuo, New York 3, K.Y,

. Rep ‘!ex&'_ Primary Oase | . | N Q\V/\

We have made a thorough study of the_ voting lawe of the several

states in the Scuth. We have alsc made & survey of the different practices

whereby Negroes are prevented from registering and/or voting in many of
thg‘sbuthern statns, We are making every effort to see thai thg laws of
th;'. United Btates, as mtefpreted bj' the United States Supreme Court, will
bc enforeed this year. |

4 Earlier deolslons in the Supreme Court have outlmwed disorimina-
] toiy registration praoctices. Today's decis:lon by the Supreme Court re-

] e-tabnahe- the right of qualified Negro electors to vote in primary
} eleot.tonn. This decision maves 8 long vay toward giving mean:lng to the

. purposet for which this war is being fought, .

- S is ouwr hope that the officials in the uveral states affected
- »by thu dooulon will fonor the dnoiuon in good faith, We are, however,
oalling upon ‘the United Statel Dopartment of Justies 'to iesue definite

' 1n¢truotions to all United snte- attorneys, pointing out to them the
erreot of thau dsoisions and further hutmonng them to ta.l:o derlnitlve
: aotion in each instance of the roruul to permit quaurhd Negro eleotors.
’Lto vote ‘4in prlmry ‘eieotions in ltate. ooming within the purvlow of the
two (1601810!1..
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