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LESSON: The Court Cases of the Brown v. Board Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This lesson plan and materials needed to teach it can be found at the Thurgood Marshall 
Institute: https://tminstituteldf.org/  
 
OVERVIEW 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● How do historical events relate to and affect each other across time? 
● How do court decisions influence American social or political systems? 
● What court cases were significant to the Civil Rights Movement? 

 
OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES 
After the lesson students will… 

● recognize additional court cases related to Brown v. Board. 
● explain the significance of a particular court case in the Brown v. Board timeline. 
● analyze the relationship between Brown v. Board and other judicial events. 

 
PREPARING TO TEACH 

● Students should have a foundational knowledge of Brown v. Board and its meaning as a 
court case. Students will also need access to technological or physical research sources 
to complete this lesson. 

● Teacher should 
○ Print a copy of the timeline brochure for all students. 
○ Prepare research materials (if desired). 
○ Print a copy of the attached graphic organizer for all students (if desired). 

 
SCAFFOLDS AND ACCOMMODATIONS TO SUPPORT LEARNERS 
Reading support… 

GRADE LEVEL: early High School 
(can be scaffolded for upper Middle 
School) 
SUBJECT: American History, Civics 
& Government 
TIME REQUIRED: 60 mins 
 
This lesson invites students to 
complete individual research about 
significant Civil Rights court cases. 

RATIONALE 
 
Through the research project in this lesson, students can 
consider the relationship between different Civil Rights 
court cases. Students will conduct their own research and 
craft their own presentation. 
 
NOTE: This lesson has contained the research and 
presentation elements to fit within 60 mins. Teacher may 
choose to extend or embellish this lesson/project as is 
best for their classes  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
https://tminstituteldf.org/
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Teachers may organize students in partners to support their research and source analysis work. 
Additionally, pre-selected sources with translations or vocabulary support can help students 
with the reading elements of this lesson. 
 
Differentiation… 
The reading support ideas above can aid students in this lesson. Teachers may also consider 
how different students may need support with the processes of research, information 
organization, and project creation through more focused help, extended formal guidance, 
classmate aid, or extended technological resources. 
 
Adjusting for high school grades… 
Teachers may choose to provide students with specific research materials during the course of 
this project to support younger grades. They may also want to edit the attached research 
organizer to support students as they gather information. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES SEQUENCE 

1. Review any necessary information/history with students to prepare them for the 
content of the lesson. 

2. Pass out a copy of the LDF pamphlet to each student. Draw attention to court cases, 
ideas, or events that have already been covered in class. 

3. Invite students to spend time researching their chosen court case. 
a. Teachers may elect to provide specific guidelines about appropriate sources or 

about the process of research depending on the class. Teachers may also 
consider providing students with materials to scaffold the research process. 

b. The attached graphic organizer can aid students in collecting and organizing 
research information. 

4. Guide students to present their information using a poster, created image, or 
presentation. Students should use the following questions to guide their presentations: 

a. What is your court case? 
b. What happened during this court case? 
c. How did this court case change American society? 
d. How did your court case influence segregation and race relations in America? 
e. What is the relationship between your court case and Brown v. Board? 

5. Organize students into groups of 4-5 and allow students time to present their research. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Teachers can wander during students’ final presentations to observe their research and 
learning. Teachers may also collect students' final versions of their projects and presentations 
to combine and share with students for expanded learning. 
 
MATERIALS NEEDED AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ENRICHMENT 

● “The winding road to Brown and beyond” in Binder 1 (pg. 172-173) 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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Researching Court Cases 
 

What court case did you choose? ______________________ 
 

Source Name Background Info Details of the 
Case 

How did it end? Why does it 
matter? 

     

     

     

     

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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