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tusen lo maintain at-large elec-
tions.

Dillard vs Crenshaw County is
now before the 11th US Cireult
of Appeals in Atianta

The Calhoun County Commission
sppealed the portion of Thompson's

ns the at-large election does not
violate the Voting Rights Act

“hould be al
person job cannot
Jones said.

The county also maintains that
the addition of  sixth commissioner
10 the five-member commission
would not dilute the black vote.
Under the county’s new five-district
plan, blacks already are assured of
one seat Even with six com
missioners. the percentage of
blacks on the commission would be
roughly equal Lo the percentage of
county residents and voters who are
black. Jones said
On Feb. 24, the Justice Depart-
t filed a friend-of-the-court
riel with the 11th Circult in favor
of the county’s position. Deborah
Burstion-Wade, a department

because a one-
be districted

cision would affect the Justice De-
partment's _responsibilities under
the Voting Rights Aet.
enefee said the positions of the
Justice Department and the county
ignores one hall of the Voting Rights
Aet
““The Voting Rights Act says mi-
norities should be allowed to equally
participate in the political process
lect_ representatives of their
choice,” Menefee said
“The Justice Department has ig-
red the entire portion of the act
uaranices minlorities access
political participation. There are
countless examples of when blacks
&t into political office the system is
redesigned so that the practical
political structure is shifled away
from them. "

TRADITIONALLY, COUNTY
commissions have had both admin.
istrative and legislative duties,
Menefee sald The at-large chair-
fian proposed by the Cathoun Coun-
\y Commission, hawever, would
hive ali the county's execulive
duties, and the district commission
would perform only legislative
duties.

Since the at. chairman in-
variably would be white, he would
dilute black political power,

enefee said

The iith Circuit's decision on
Calhoun County's appeal could have

“"The Voting Rights Act
hould be

participate in the political
process and elect
representatives of their
choice. The Justice
Department has ignored the
entire portion of the act that
guarantees miniorities
access to political
parficipation. There are
countiess examples of when
blacks get info political office
ystem is redesi;

Is

from them."

= Larry Menefee,
ADC atiorney

Voting Rights Act pomrmwrw

#Mlﬂ_-—q‘d‘ﬁq‘

a dramatic impact across the South
because a district commission with
an at-large chairman is & common
form of government, Jones said

1f the 11th Circuit puts its im-
primatur on Thompson's order, then
throughout the South  this form
of government will become illegal
Jones said

‘The Anniston City Council, which
has four members elected by dis-
trict and a mayor elected at large,
is similar 1o the county’s.
and possibly could be affected
by an adverse ruling.

According to Laughlin McDonald,
the director of the Southern Re-
gional Office of the American Civil
Liberties Union, the appeal coul
alter the elections of suc -

rsan officers a3 mayo s
and clerks of court across the coun-

try

“Everyone has assumed that you
can’t split that office up.'
McDonald said, “but is it fair tn
have Lhese offices if a black can't be
elected to them?"

HOWEVER, LANI GWINIERE,
the assistant counsel for the Ne
York Citybased Legal Defense
Fund of the National Association for

ple. sald the appeal will o
ixture of at-large and
lections can remedy a Vot-
ing Rights vio

The NAACP's Legal Defense
Fund is involved In the case Mrs
Gwiniere said she did not think
‘countles or cities should be allowed
to replace illegal at-large elections
with some mixture of both at-lazge

and district elections
Gray agreed. He said the ADC is
not challenging the al-large election

of executive officers.
‘re not opposed 1o
being elected al-large,
‘We have po gripe with thal
those council members who are

selected from among those mem.

bers

— Star Suam Writer u--r--w-m-i " 4
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