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LESSON: The Start of the NAACP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This lesson plan and materials needed to teach it can be found at the Thurgood Marshall 
Institute: https://tminstituteldf.org/  
 

OVERVIEW 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

● How are people grouped and evaluated in American society? 
● How does racism exist in America? 
● Where did the NAACP come from? 

 
OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES 
After the lesson, students will… 

● Summarize the early ideas of the NAACP. 
● Discuss the realities of racial injustice in 1909. 
● Consider the relationship between race and social experiences. 

 
PREPARING TO TEACH 

● Students should have a foundational understanding of social grouping, race and 
segregation, and racial injustice. 

● Teachers should 
○ Print copies of the attached document for each student. 

 
SCAFFOLDS AND ACCOMMODATIONS TO SUPPORT LEARNERS 
Reading support… 
Teachers can aid students in reading the included document by providing helpful vocabulary 
definitions, modern translations, direct partner supports, or other reading scaffolds.  
 
Differentiation… 

GRADE LEVEL: Late Middle School 
 
SUBJECT: History, Sociology 
 
TIME REQUIRED: 45 mins 
 
 
This lesson introduces students to 
an analysis of social grouping by 
explaining the start of the NAACP. 

RATIONALE 
 
This lesson allows students to explore ideas of social 
grouping and racism, using a primary source document 
from the creation of the NAACP. 
 
NOTE: The ideas and activities of this lesson are intended 
for middle school grades, but the document included 
requires a developed reading level. Students will need 
reading support depending on their grade. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
https://tminstituteldf.org/
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Teachers can adjust class groupings, discussion expectations, or types of group activities 
depending on the needs and interests of their students. Group assignments can also be 
completed online or using technological resources as necessary. 
 
Adjusting for high school grades… 
This lesson should be generally applicable to lower or higher grades. Teachers may need to add 
more reading scaffolding or edit discussion questions depending on their class. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES SEQUENCE 
1. Review any necessary information/history with students to prepare them for the 

content of the lesson. 
2. Divide the class into 6 groups. Give each group 3 blank sheets of paper and a copy of the 

attached document. Assign each group a paragraph from the document (the last 
paragraph includes the 3 demands at the end). 

3. Explain to students that this document is the beginning manifesto from an organization 
that would later be known as the NAACP. 

4. Instruct each group to work together and read their paragraph. They should then use 
their 3 pages to: 

a. Summarize their paragraph in 1-2 sentences. 
b. Extract and define important words from their paragraph. 
c. Draw a diagram, picture, or chart to represent their paragraph.  

5. Allow each team to lay out their pages and let students walk around and read the pages 
of each group. 

6. Invite students to come back together as a class and discuss the following questions in 
their groups. 

a. What social problems is this new committee concerned about? 
b. How would this committee evaluate the experiences of white Americans vs. 

Black Americans? 
c. How are political and economic issues changing the social experiences of Black 

Americans? 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Teachers can collect the pages of each group at the end of the lesson. Teachers can also 
monitor the closing discussions to evaluate student understanding. 
 
MATERIALS NEEDED AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ENRICHMENT 

● See attached document: https://history.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/primary-
sources/images/history-education-pss-areconstruction-nationalcommittee-source.jpg.  

 
 
 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
https://history.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/primary-sources/images/history-education-pss-areconstruction-nationalcommittee-source.jpg
https://history.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/primary-sources/images/history-education-pss-areconstruction-nationalcommittee-source.jpg
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