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4 legul Defense Fund could be establishod for cuses %o establish precedenta

for the benefit of Negroes in g 1 These p lentz will alsu benefit others and
will go far to broaden the meaning of due proces: of luw. Such a rund should be li=
mitad to quses where investigutions ruveal thuss

(a) the individual is innocent

¥b) there is injustice beouuse of ruce or color

(o) there 1s the possibility of ostablishing u precedent ror the

benerit of Negroes in general,

The selection of enses should be in the hunds of « smull comnittes of law=
yers and laymen,

There ure severul ouses in our f1les which clearly come within all three of
the Bbove rules. Muny more will gome into the cffico from weak to weeks

The denial of due prosess of law to Heoproes in certuin scevious of the
South 18 u direet ghallenge: to our form of .government. The exclusion of Negroes from
Jury service is in direct opposition to several precedents from tiw V.8, Supreme
Cort. The only wuy to guarantee the entorqemont of this peinclipis 1s bo raise the
question wherever possivle.

There ure numerous othar types of ous.s where Negrose are Leing denied due
vroceas of laws In the South the usual procedure when u erime has buen sonaiitted
is to make wholeuals arrest of Negroes und to hold them 'without batl. By excesalve
questioning and torture "eonfessions” are mude which are used to conviot ome or move
Negrous.

There 1o now pending at Hugo, Oklahoma, 4 cave which involves this question.
In Feuruury, 1940, a white msn confsssed to a murder in Hugo but implicated severul

state offigluls. 4 spucial investiratcr from the Governor's office wus sont to Hugo

and arrested W. D. Lyons, a Megrc., Later Lyons 1s alleg:d tc huve confessed, There



REPRODUCED FROM THE
COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRES
3 ESS

Yomoy Foe & apse ¥

2 '

are sevoral wignosves ready to testily thut Vex;m Cheatwood bruggeds "1 beut him for
gix solid hours every inch of his body — from his fest to bis nock with a black jacke
But I got 1t out of bim and we are going to gend him to the slectric ohaird He'll
fry for thia." (s copy of this lottur: is attached heretos)

Op 1lust week we £ilod u petition for & writ ol certioruri in tho UaSe

Supreme Gourt in tLhe case of Snith Ve Hondersom. “mith wea ocnvicted in -tlenta,

- Gaorgia, of murder on ‘4 courossion extértod by force and viclence. The wein witness
for the proaoouuon was o Bun Who web ajleged to be B uecomplicee This oun wWadé
exeouted two days later for unobher orims so thut ha oould not be rurther questioned
by the detendante

attached hereto s a Jetter frim a lewser in MoCormick, “euth Curolina,
congerihing a 088 which is still panding on uppe-le This type of progecution of
Nezroas is prevalent throughout the South. Inoidenta}lys since this letier, Ure

Murray®s home urd o fice huve been burned doune

a yecent 'ousa in the ngnlightened® lorth sorves as an exunple of unother
type of ouse which i of grout inportance bBucause o2 the large Negro oseupationnl
gr;np affected ard ToX whioh, unrartunately, it is airficult to ralse funds or de=
ronse umons the Neproos 1n the urea because their idea ol porsonal fruedom and uc\grity
renders them unresponsive tc the plight of othorse

Suoh a cusa is the ruch public.ized Spell Cuce, how beins tried. by HAWOP
attorneys 1n Bridpeport, Gonnectiout. The importanes of this casc lies in tho faot
that the press oumpaign %0 ngonviot” this Negro pefore trial-even befors the
faots were known= threatoned the job vecurity of that largs group ot Negroes aemployed
as domssticse With this in mind the National Ogfioa conducted an jrvestigation.
{dotuile of the facts avd results of this investipg.tion are in attached remorandun)
on the besis of which our attorreys were gonvinced of Spell'u innocence and ontered

the o:se upon request of Mra. Spelle



