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A Legul Defense dund could be established for caes to establish precedents

for the benefit of Negroes in general. These precedents will ola benefit others and

will go far to broaden the meaning of due process of low. Suoh a fund should be li-

mited to cuses whore investigations reveal that:

(a) the individual is innocent
lib) there is injuatioe because of race or color
(c) there is the possibility of establishing a precedent for the

benefit of Negroea in general.

Th selection of cases should be in the hand of a small committee of law-

yers and layman.

There are several casea in our files which clearly come within all three of

the hbove rulen. Fany more will cone into the office from necok to week.

Tha denial of due procoas of law to Ueorroes in certain nation of the

mouth is a direct challenge to our form of .government. The excluuion of Negroes from

jury service is in direct opposition to several precedents from tim U.3. Supreme
Court. The only way to guarantee tha enorcement of this princlpna is to raise the

question wherever possible.

There are numerous other types of casn.a where Negroes are being denied due

process of law. In the South the usual procedure when u crime has bean oo:...itted

is to make wholesale arrest of Uegroes and to hold them without bail. By excessive

questioning and torture "onfessios" uro made which are used to convict one or more

Negrous.

There in now pending at Hugo, Oklahoma, a cane which involves thia question.
In February, 1940, a white men confessed to a murder in Hugo but implicated several

state officials. A special investiratrr from the Governor's office was sont to Hugo
and arrested 1. D. Lyons, a Negrc. Later Lyons is alleged to have confessed. There
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are several witflUW3On ready to testify that Verne Cheatwood braggeds "I bout him for

ir solid .our every inch of bin body -from 
hie feet to his neck with a black jack.

But I got it out of him and +e are going to send him to th electric chuirl Nell

fry for this." ( copy of thin latter is attaibed hereto.)

On lst week we filed a petition for a writ of certiorari in thu U"""

Supreme Gourt in th~e cne of smith v. Ieuderso . Smith was ocavicted in ..tlunta,

ergian of harder on a conosaion ezttrtod by force and violnce-. Ths mwn witness

fa t e prosecution was a nan who was l eg sd to b e cn a ro pliae Thi r nua i wa n

exeouted two dayu later for another orme so that ha oould rot be further questioned

by the defendant. Moi ,uth Carolinas

attached hereto i a letter frc.m a lawyer in Mo~ormicko

1s.l This ty Pa of proseoution of

onnernioF a oa an which is still pendinE on app.l . in thip o otion of

segroen in prevalent throithout the south. Incidentally, ine thin letter, Mr.

Mrray' a hone ard office have been burned down.

a recent case in the "enlightened" orth served as nn exumaple of another

type of case which is of great importance because of tho large Neogro oucupational

grcup affected ard for which, unfOrtunately, it in difficult to raise funds for de-

fenne umonc, the Niegroes in the area because their idea of personal freedom and security

revars them unreeponaive to the plight of others.

Such a cose is the much public.ied Spell Cune, how beinr tried, by NM'P

attorney in Bridgsport, Connecticut. The impo:rtance of this caso lien in the fuot

that the press campaign to "convict" thin Nero before trial-even before the

facts ters known. threatened the job security of that large group of Negroes employed

as domestios. With this in mind the National Office 
conducted an investigation.

(dotails of the facts and results of this investi.'tion are in attached nemorandur)

on the boaie of which our attorneys were orvinced of Spell'a innocence and entered

the cene upon request of Mrs. Spell.


