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LESSON: Learning About Marshall’s Legal Strategy for Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This lesson plan and materials needed to teach it can be found at the Thurgood Marshall 
Institute: https://tminstituteldf.org/  
 
OVERVIEW 
 

This lesson is about the NAACP’s legal approach to the Brown case. Students will be 
examining the logic behind the argument and engaging with resistant, primary source 
documents.  

 
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

● Why do people change their minds? 
 
OUTCOMES AND OBJECTIVES 
 

After the lesson, students will be able to better read and engage with resistant texts and 
to articulate the reasoning for overturning Plessy.  

 
PREPARING TO TEACH 
 

Familiarize yourself with the primary document ahead of time. Make sure you are aware 
of what the questions students will be answering are and ready to help them with the 
reading. Also make sure that your class has an understanding of what Plessy v. Ferguson 
made legal, particularly in schools. 

 
SCAFFOLDS AND ACCOMMODATIONS TO SUPPORT LEARNERS 
Reading support…. 
 

GRADE LEVEL: Grades 11-12 
 
SUBJECT: History and Government 
 
TIME REQUIRED: 90 mins 
 
This lesson will outline Thurgood 
Marshall’s legal strategy for the 
Brown case. 

RATIONALE 
 
This lesson will be looking at the legal strategy 
implemented by Mr. Marshall and the NAACP lawyers to 
overturn Plessy. The lesson will help develop reading skills 
and engagement with resistant, primary texts. 
 
NOTE: These texts are difficult and may need multiple 
readthroughs, potentially for homework and read 
together. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
https://tminstituteldf.org/
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The point of this exercise is to struggle with the reading. The scaffolds are built into the 
question to help direct their reading. 

 
Differentiation… 
 

None. 
 
Adjusting for middle school grades… 
 

If you want this activity for middle schoolers, create summaries of each paragraph or 
section with reading-level appropriate language. 

 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES SEQUENCE 
 

Begin the lesson with a review of what Plessy v. Ferguson meant for American schools. 
Have students then think about the essential question and discuss with a partner why 
they would change their mind. Then pass out the NAACP filing for Brown v. Board of 
Education. Have students read through the filing and use the guiding questions to help 
them articulate their understanding and guide their reading. 
 
After they have read and filled out the guided reading questions, students will be put 
into pairs and will create a radio news broadcast to summarize the filing to the public. 
This radio summary should be under one minute and should teach someone who hears 
it about the reasoning behind the NAACP’s lawsuit and argument. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 

The assessment of understanding should be the radio presentation. Students in it should 
demonstrate that they know why the Brown case was filed and be able to articulate it to 
someone who is less informed. The guided reading questions can also be used as a 
knowledge checkpoint. The following are the instructions for the podcast students will 
be creating: 
 
Time to create a radio broadcast. You and a partner will now write a radio broadcast 
script that reports on the Brown v. Board of Education case being filed. The broadcasters 
should explain why the case is being filed and the NAACP’s logic behind the suit. Then 
both partners will record the newscast, which will include both partners reading their 
respective roles from the script.  

 
MATERIALS NEEDED AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR ENRICHMENT 
 
Binder 1 pgs. 1-7 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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Worksheet: 
 

Prompting Question Response 

Why is this suit being 
brought to the Supreme 
Court? What is the 
grievance that the Brown 
case is trying to address? 

 

What is the history of 
this case/issue in South 
Carolina? How has the 
state ruled in the past? 
Does the NAACP agree 
with that decision, and 
why or why not? 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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What is the history of 
this case/issue in Topeka, 
Kansas? How has the 
state/city ruled in the 
past? Does the NAACP 
agree with this decision, 
and why or why not? 

 

What state is there a 
third case pending in? 
What have the courts 
ruled so far? Which state 
is it similar to? 

 

What have the expert 
witnesses for the 
defense helped argue? 
Name at least two fields 
these experts come 
from. 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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In reviewing this filing, 
please summarize, in 3-5 
sentences, what the filing 
is arguing for and on 
what grounds. 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naacpldf.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crmangum%40naacpldf.org%7C08545236d01f43a7458c08dcc2d7a85c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C638599478698113138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=orBipPxSjZtrp1AaMIMjJAnmSywqqRujDkRPxTYczGU%3D&reserved=0
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